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Leaching of Au and Ag from the copper anode mud in Shilu
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Abstract The copper anode mud in Guangdong Shilu with a complicated composition low
contents of Au and Ag and high As content is a difficult-to-tackle material. By the use of acid
leaching and ammonia leaching pretreatment followed by cyanidation valuable metals were
effectively recovered from the anode mud with high recoveries of Au and Ag especially and the
environmental pollution caused by As in the anode mud was eliminated. For the test results the
cyanidation leaching rate of Au and Ag was 97% and 94% respectively the recovery of Au and
Ag was 96.6% and 93.3% respectively. The process has a simple flowsheet and good
adaptability.
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